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Thank you very much Dr. Yamauchi. As a
journalist, Dr. Yamauchi has visited numerous places
including Chernobyl, and Fukushima during the most
recent disaster there, and based on that experience, he
has provided us with an overview of Hiroshima A-bomb
medical care. Thank you very much for your words, Dr.
Yamauchi.

Next, in discussing the treatment of A-bomb
victims exposed to radiation all across the world, the name
of the Radiation Effects Research Foundation (RERF) was
mentioned numerous times, and the data provided by
this radiation laboratory has served as a primary source
for many, many years. Additionally, Hiroshima physicians
have been involved in medical treatment for A-bomb
survivors ever since the bomb was detonated, mainly
through the Hiroshima Prefectural Medical Association,
as evidenced by the many names of individual Hiroshima
doctors mentioned by the previous speaker.

Now we are to have a talk by Dr. Usui, who
is President of the Hiroshima Prefectural Medical
Association. Let me briefly go over an outline of his career.
Dr. Shizuteru Usui graduated from Hiroshima University’
Faculty of Medicine, and completed a graduate course
in internal medicine at that University’s Department of
Medical Research. After study overseas in Boston and
various other activities, he founded the Usui Internal/
Gastrointestinal Clinic, and later the Koyo New Town
Hospital. As regards his medial association activities, from
1998 onward he was President of the Hiroshima City
Medical Association, and from 2004 up to the present
he has been President of the Hiroshima Prefectural
Medical Association. At the same time, he is Chairman of
the Japan Affiliate of IPPNW, which is the International
Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, and serves
concurrently as Vice President of IPPNW’s main body. I
now give the floor to Dr. Usui.
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Radiation-exposed individuals”
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For five days starting on the 11th of last month,
October, I met with 10 Atomic Bomb Survivors living in
the regional city of Sariwon, about 50 km distant from
Pyongyang, in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,
and listened to their recollections of the Atomic Bombing.
They had been forcibly brought to Japan when they
suffered the Atomic Bombing. They survived, but after
their return to Korea, their children died, as they told me.
They suffered extreme hardships, being told it would have
been better if they had died in the Atomic Bombing. Along
with their health problems, they spoke about such things
as having separated from their siblings and losing their
friends and property.

We, the Hiroshima Prefectural Medical
Association have been conducting health examinations in
North America and elsewhere for over 30 years, and the
overseas Atomic Bomb Survivors all say that they would
like to receive the same support as the Atomic Bomb
Survivors in Japan, and would like us to do something or
other for them.
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Japan Doctors in NKorea to Examine A-bomb Victims
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of the 1945 atomic bombings of Japan, a trip that may
help improve dismal ties between the countries.

Footage from Associated Press Television News in
Pyongylng showed the doctors being greeted at the
mrwn by North Korean officials. The doctors from
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Relations between the two countries are badly  |§
frayed. Japan has maintained a tight trade embargo on
North Korea since Pyongyang conducted nuclear tests
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k|dnapped in the past 1o train its spies.

apan is a member of stalled six-nation disarmament
talks that center on North Korea’s nuclear weapons
programs. North Korean diplomats favebesn meeting
with their U.S. and South Korean counterparts in recent
months to discuss ways to resume the talks, which also
involve Russia and China.
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A North Kerean association of victims said in 2008
that more than 380 survivors of the World War II atomic
bombings are alive i .nh N rth. Japan agreed in 2002
toai
only in Japan. Huwc ver, almosl nll North Koreans are
restricted from leaving their country.

The North Korean survivors demanded that Tokyo
apologize and pay compensation. Some in Tokyo worry
h: lion would i tothe
in Pyongyang. North Korean survivors claim that more
than 40,000 Koreans were killed in the atomic bomb-
ings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki

Shizuteru Usui (front), president of the Hiroshima
Prefectural Medical Association, arrives in Pyongyang
via Beijing on Tuesday.
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Our visit to North Korea was
announced by the AP news agency and covered by various
media organizations including the Washington Post and
the BBC. Perhaps because it was a rare event in global
terms, their assessments were that it was “possibly a sign
of improvement in Japanese-North Korean relations” or
“could be a first step toward:--" At the government level
however, matters were more difficult. The tone set by the
Japanese government was, “If at all possible, it would be
better not to go.”

Speaking for myself, in Pyongyang there were
almost none of the things that have usually been reported
about it. Instead I saw people and couples walking about
with smiling faces, children buying and eating ice pops.
There was nothing particularly different from the streets
and countries elsewhere. I told the other group members
- who have come here with me today - not to take too

many photos, but actually they did,
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and videos as well - of the airport,
customs, hotel, and all kinds of other
places besides.

The year after the 1986 Chernobyl
nuclear power plant accident, I made my first visit there as
a member of a Japanese physicians’ team. I was together
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with Dr. Kawano, who is present here today, and Drs.
Yokoro, Kamada and others. We firstly went inside the 30
km radius area, then at the 15 km point we changed buses
and went deep into the danger zone, extremely close to
the plant.

We did these observations thinking that there
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would not be much of a problem, as
we were only being exposed briefly
to 6,000 times the normal level of
radiation.
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Later the Soviet Union split up
into Russia plus 15 other countries, posing serious hazards
for nuclear control, so that nuclear proliferation became
a subject of concern. Accordingly, the Nobel Prize Winner
Dr. Lown led others in mounting a denuclearization
campaign as part of the IPPNW’s
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activities.

I experienced the Atomic
Bombing when I was eight years old, at Ushita in the
north of Hiroshima City, 2.3 km from the hypocenter. I
survived, but large numbers of people died in an instant.
As I had nothing to eat and no water, and no knowledge
of radiation at that time, from that day on I lived by eating
what I could find in the surrounding area and drinking
what water there was in it.
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I also saw, when I was just a
child, the sight of many people come to a nearby air-raid
shelter, with their skin peeled off right down to their nails
and dangling from them, and lie down on the ground,
where they died helplessly one after another.

Since then, there have occurred incidents such
as the accidents at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant and
at TEPCO’s Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant, and
large numbers of people have been extremely distressed,
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experiencing psychological effects
and terror at the radiation, which is
invisible to the eye.

The activities of the Hiroshima
Prefectural Medical Association are not limited to the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. We also engage
in various support and interaction activates elsewhere
overseas. Currently in North America, where there is a
large number - over one thousand - of Atomic Bomb
Survivors, and also in South America, we are doing
support and interaction activities of the same kind as in
Japan. They are very pleased when we use Hiroshima or
Nagasaki dialect to conduct the activities, rather than the
local languages.
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There are some problems with Authorization
of Atomic Bomb Disease and Atomic Bomb Survivor’s
Certificate, but we are cooperating with the Atomic Bomb
Survivors from various angles, while
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also meddling a little.

IPPNW (International
Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War) is an
international organization that was established in 1980
to carry out the activities that were advocated by Evgeni
Chazov of the former USSR and Bernard Lown of the US.
to prevent nuclear war from the viewpoint of medical
experts.
It holds a global conference biennially, and
currently has 60 nations and around 100,000 physicians
participating in it.

FEAL KR fl2 Fr 360,
WA F52 (1977) E=BEREST
EWL ., Fhk23(2011) 4FED
fEZ 18| A LT, o

e, BLERTZ B oo R
EENIZ IS ThETBIL TR
TR D5, RS
(2003) EMSIL T E SR
FXEEE O-BRLLTH
OB TR OZ T E
ERRVHELBTT BTN,

TR S IS 2L, BN52(19T D ED BIFAETH
ML, k23201 DAEDEES T18aIH &b E Uiz, ik, I
ERI& B OMEZRMEEIC XS TR N TRELED, T
Ji%15(2003) DS, TENIRE IR FHHE I D—BRL LT,
EHOHB TRASDORFLFE TSR TVET G HIE

HIERRRBRE BEZEX

Medical Mission for Survivors in North America
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Our Medical Missions for
Atomic Bomb Survivors in North America have been
implemented biennially since 1977, which makes the
one in 2011 the 18th Mission. Back in the beginning
and for a long time afterward, the Missions were fueled
by the philanthropic spirit and the pride of members
of the Prefectural Medical Association. But in 2003 the
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Missions started to be commissioned by the prefectural
government, with aid from the national government, as
part of the Support Program for Overseas Atomic Bomb
Survivors, and that arrangement continues today. This

photograph shows an examination
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being conducted in Seattle during
the 17th Mission in 2009. The
Prefectural Medical Association
carries out medical examinations in
Seattle, San Francisco, Los Angeles
and Honolulu, by means of teams
of physicians whose members are
provided by core hospitals in the
prefecture and also by the Radiation
Effects Research Foundation.

For the Medical Counseling for
Survivors in South America, physicians are dispatched to
Brazil, Paraguay, Argentina, Bolivia, Peru and other nations
on that continent. This has been implemented jointly by
Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Hiroshima Prefecture and Nagasaki Prefecture
since 1984, in response to a request from Mr. Takashi
Morita, President of the Association of Atomic Bomb
Survivors in Brazil.

This does not involve medical examinations like
the North American Missions - rather, it is carried out
under a framework whereby the Hiroshima Prefectural
Medical Association dispatches a Touring Medical Team
for South American Survivors, and the physicians in the
team give medical counseling.

The problems of the radiation-exposed are the
same all over the world, and we are highly concerned
about what Fukushima will be like 30 years later. While
I was actually in Fukushima, I asked one of the mothers
there how she felt. She said: “I send my child to a nursery
school, but at any moment there could be an earthquake
or a report of a radioactivity leak. A meltdown could make
things worse.” Thus, every day is an extremely anxious one
for her.
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The Atomic Bomb Survivors
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki have become elderly and they
can't avoid to die in the time ahead. But still they ask if

there may be some way to receive
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treatment of some kind.

Our basic approach is that
“Atomic Bomb Survivors are the same wherever they live,
and require the same medical support wherever they live”.
We wish to extend a hand of medical assistance across
borders and religious and emotional divides. We can offer
assistance only on the medical level, but we do everything
that, as physicians, we are able to do.

The 20th Global Conference of the International
Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War will be
held at the Hiroshima International Conference Center
from August 24th to 26th, 2012, with assistance from
Hiroshima Prefecture and City. Please attend it if you are
able to.
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We thank Dr. Usui very much for that overview of
the Hiroshima Prefectural Medical Association’s operations,
which was based on his many years of experience as an
Atomic Bomb Survivor and as a physician.

Next, we would like to introduce Dr. Toshiteru
Okubo, Chairman of the Radiation Effects Research
Foundation. Dr. Okubo is graduated School of Medicine,
Keio University. At Keio University, Dr. Okubo served as
an assistant professor and instructor at the Department
of Preventive Medicine and Public Health, after which he
worked as an associate professor at the Department of
Environmental Health at Jichi Medical School. Starting
in 1983, he served as a professor at the University of
Occupational and Environmental Health, and in 2002 he
assumed the role of president of that university. From
2005 to the present, he has served as Chairman of the
Radiation Effects Research Foundation. Please welcome Dr.
Toshiteru Okubo.

Toshiteru OKUBO, MD, PhD,
Chairman of the Radiation Effects Research Foundation

“The Past and Future of Research on the Health Effects of
Atomic Bomb Radiation”

Greetings to everyone. Although at the Radiation
Effects Research Foundation (RERF), we have performed
various activities as a member of HICARE, today I
would like to talk about the international activities in
which we as an organization have been involved. RERF
was established in 1975, succeeding the Atomic Bomb
Casualty Commission (ABCC), which was established in
1947, inheriting the research activities carried out under
ABCC for those 28 years. The main work of ABCC/RERF
is concerned with follow-up studies of A-bomb survivors
conducted over a long period of time.
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We have been studying a fixed
cohort of A-bomb survivors defined as a group in which
there are no incoming/outgoing study subjects to ensure





