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Thank you for participating in today’s symposium. I am
delighted that this HICARE international symposium
could be held at the nexus of three milestones - 75 years
after the atomic bombings, 30 years after the
establishment of HICARE, and 10 vyears after the
Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant accident. We are also in
the middle of the COVID-19 pandemic, and this
symposium has been held in a unique environment as a
result. I would like to express my deepest gratitude to
our keynote speaker, all of the speakers who made
presentations, the chairs, and especially the members of
the secretariat.

President Mitsuo Ochi from Hiroshima University, who
provided a guest message, has set the theme of
fostering university academics with a strong desire for
peace at his university. Dr. Makoto Matsumura, Director
of the Hiroshima Prefectural Medical Association, has
visited North and South America to provide health
consultation to hibakusha and training to doctors who
treat hibakusha. I am grateful to have received such
warm words from such eminent people.

Hiroshima Prefectural Governor Hidehiko Yuzaki is very
understanding and supportive of the collaboration
between HICARE and the IAEA. I am reminded once
more that the collaboration would not have been
possible without his support. Hiroshima City Mayor
Kazumi Matsui displayed a comprehensive understanding
of the current situation, and I thank him for voicing his
understanding regarding hibakusha-related issues in the
future.

Everyone knows that Toranosuke Takeshita was the
Governor and Takashi Hiraoka was the Mayor when
HICARE was established. After that, there was Governor
Fujita, and now Governor Yuzaki is the third Governor to
preside over HICARE. We also had Mayor Akiba, and now
Mayor Matsui is the third Major to provide support.
HICARE is here today because all of them placed great
importance on our organization. Thank you.
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Dr. May Adel-Wahab, today’s keynote speaker, is the
successor of Rethy Chhem, who was the person I
contacted at the IAEA when he was Director of the
Division of Human Health. Dr. Abdel-Wahab has already
visited Hiroshima several times, and has exchanged
views with us. I would like to thank her for the message
from the IAEA. Currently, HICARE is designated as an
IAEA Collaboration Centre. And it was not just a matter
of receiving this title, but there was a great deal of hard
work on both sides in the background. I have been very
concerned about how it would turn out, but after hearing
Dr. Abdel-Wahab’s speech, it became clear that
HICARE's activities have been highly appreciated, and
that has brought me an enormous sense of relief.

We were also scheduled to have Dr. Zhanat Carr as a
speaker, but unfortunately, she was not able to attend.
She was going to speak about the WHO including
REMPAN and the situation in Kazakhstan. I hope she will
be able to speak to us at another opportunity.

Today, we had 187 applicants for participation, which
is a record-breaking number. Thank you to everyone. I
also wish to express my deep gratitude to our five
speakers as well as our chairs, Dr. Niwa, Dr. Maeda, and
Dr. Kodama. As mentioned in the discussion, each of our
five speakers were asked to speak about only their own
specific fields, but all of them have a profound
knowledge of the entire activities of HICARE organization
and medical care for hibakusha in general, and are
working hard in these fields. I would like to express my
sincere gratitude once again. I would like to express my
deepest gratitude to Mr. Wataru Imanaka for his
distinguished proposal.

I am sure that this Symposium has expanded the
knowledge of all attendees, and I am delighted to hear
about how these tangible connections have been
continuing to develop. Thank you very much for your
long time attendance today.
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Thank you very much. I would now like to ask Dr. Hiroo
Dohy, Honorary Director of the Hiroshima Red Cross
Hospital & Atomic-bomb Survivors Hospital, to give his
closing remarks.

Ladies and gentlemen, this concludes the “HICARE
International Symposium: 75 years since the atomic
bombings, 30 years since the establishment of HICARE
and 10 years since the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power
Plant accident.” To the audience members, questionnaire
forms will be delivered via email. Please kindly cooperate
with the questionnaire.

We will stream the symposium on YouTube with subtitles
in English. The streaming will be available on demand in
March. Thank you very much for viewing the live
streaming to the end. Thank you.




