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Kenichi Arita

Good afternoon everyone. Thank you all for
coming today. We will now be starting the 2011 HICARE
International Symposium. My name is Kenichi Arita and
I am an Executive Secretary of HICARE, and I work at
Hiroshima Red Cross Hospital and Atomic-bomb Survivors
Hospital. I will be serving as the general chairperson of
this symposium today.

We have gathered together various speakers
for you today. In regards to physicians especially, this
symposium serves for credit in Medical Association. Our
program is planned to last until around five o'clock so we
have quite a bit of time. The planning for this symposium
was actually started about one year ago and our program
today is the final product of the refining of the various
plans of myself and other HICARE executive secretaries.
We will be taking breaks at various points in the
symposium so please ask any questions during the breaks
so that the program can proceed as planned. Thank you in
advance for your cooperation.

Now, I would like to start this symposium with
opening remarks from two representatives of the hosts.
Firstly, there might be many persons who do not know
what HICARE is. It is an abbreviation for Hiroshima
International Council for Health Care of the Radiation-
exposed. Let's listen to the words of the President of
HICARE, Dr. Hiroo Dohy.

Hiroo DOHY, MD, PhD,
President of HICARE, Director of Hiroshima Red Cross
Hospital and Atomic-bomb Survivors Hospital

My name is Hiroo Dohy and I am the president
of HICARE. I am very honored and happy to open this
2011 HICARE International Symposium with such a large
number of attendees.

As it was 66 years ago that Hiroshima and
Nagasaki were subjected to the A-bomb, a truly disastrous
event, there have been a great number of physicians and
researchers who have studied the health problems suffered
by A-bomb survivors and these studies are still ongoing.
As you probably know, the results of such research now
serve as the basis for international standards for radiation
exposure risks.

HICARE was established in 1991 with the impetus
of occurrences such as the Chernobyl nuclear power plant
accident in 1986, and the cesium 137 accident in Brazil
in 1987. One essential task of the organization is hosting/
dispatching projects. HICARE invites physicians and other
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medical personnel involved in medical care for radiation
exposure to Hiroshima (or they come on their own) so
that they can see conditions here firsthand, with this
experience serving as a follow-up reference when treating
radiation-exposed patients in their own countries, and we
also visit these areas to provide various types of technical
guidance. In the 20 years of our existence, we have
received 1,253 doctors and researchers from 15 different
countries, while also dispatching 164 specialists to 16
countries around the globe. I believe that the research
results and knowledge regarding the treatment of A-bomb
survivors that has been accumulated in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki has been useful in the treatment of the various
forms of radiation exposure suffered by persons around
the world.

We have dispatched on-site specialists and
performed related activities within Japan when the
Tokaimura Criticality Accident occurred in Ibaraki
Prefecture on September 30, 1999, and in March of this
year when the Great East Japan Earthquake caused an
accident at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant.

I would like to take this opportunity to offer my
sincere condolences for those who lost their lives in the
Great East Japan Earthquake and express my deepest
gratitude to all of those making tremendous efforts to
ensure a rapid recovery in the area.

In August of last year, HICARE implemented
a cooperative project in the field of medical care
for radiation-exposed individuals together with the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). As the first
cooperative project aimed at supporting international
peace and stability, we are marking the 20th year
anniversary of HICARE by holding this international
symposium. At the beginning of this month, we travelled
to Vienna in order to seek further cooperation with the
IAEA and hold specific negotiations as a means to develop
from collaborative research and human resources training
towards more specific projects, and obtained agreement
while there.

It is our desire in the future to utilize an
international network through the auspices of the IAEA,
and to give support to many more countries and regions
than in the past, and continue to make international
contributions befitting of Hiroshima.

As this symposium is being held jointly with the
Seminar for Doctors in Designated Medical Institutions
for Treatment of A-bomb Survivors, it has been stretched
out over two days. Tomorrow we will have seminars
for medical professions, mainly those of the designated
medical institutions. The speakers and panelists we have
lined up will certainly provide a wide range of rich and
important information. I invite you to stay to listen to the
very end.

With that, I would like to end my opening
remarks by thanking you again for your attendance
today and hope you find this symposium interesting and
informative.
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Chair
Next, please welcome, Hidehiko Yuzaki, the
governor of Hiroshima Prefecture.

Hidehiko YUZAKI,
Governor of Hiroshima Prefecture

My name is Hidehiko Yuzaki and I am the
Governor of Hiroshima Prefecture. I would like to offer a
few words for this 2011 HICARE International Symposium
and the Seminar for Doctors in Designated Medical
Institutions for Treatment of A-bomb Survivors. I am truly
grateful to all of you to take some time from your busy
schedules to attend this event today.

As Chairman Dohy previously mentioned,
HICARE and the International Atomic Energy Agency
signed the Practical Arrangements related to the field of
medical care for radiation-exposed individuals. I was also
present to witness this exchange.

Today's symposium is the first cooperative
project according to the Practical Arrangements, and I am
truly grateful to Dr. Daud Mohamad, the Deputy Director
General of the TAEA, for gracing us with an opportunity to
listen to his talk here in Hiroshima.

As you well know, 66 years ago, Hiroshima was
the site of the detonation of an A-bomb for the first time
ever in the world, destroying the city in an instant and
taking the lives of a great number of persons. Even today
there are many persons in Japan and abroad who are
suffering from the after-effects of the bombing.

From immediately after the bombing, support
was received from persons all over the world while the
doctors of Hiroshima devoted themselves to providing
medical treatment for those injured by the A-bomb. As
a result, abundant knowledge related to the treatment
of A-bomb survivors has been accumulated here in
Hiroshima. This storehouse of knowledge would not have
been possible without the understanding and cooperation
of the A-bomb survivors. This knowledge is being utilized
for the medical care for radiation-exposed individuals
all across the world by the activities of HICARE. I think
that the needs for such activities have been increasing
along with the development of scientific techniques and
technology.

Through this symposium, I hope that the linkages
of HICARE and IAEA will become even more solid so that
future cooperative projects can be developed, and I expect
that the international contributions of HICARE in the field
of the medical care for radiation-exposed individuals will
be able to progress even further.

Hiroshima Prefecture has invited national and
international researchers and professionals who are active
in the front lines of the world. In this committee, the new
role and mission that Hiroshima must pursue towards world
peace from the perspective of Hiroshima in the world has
been consolidated in the form of the "Hiroshima for Global
Peace" Plan.
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In this plan, five roles of Hiroshima are indicated
such as supporting the roadmap for the abolition of
nuclear weapons, and developing human resources and
gathering research to build a peaceful international
community. Additionally, this plan proposes the
concentration of capable persons, knowledge and funds
from around the world and also the interconnection
of these resources so as to implement comprehensive
measures towards the abolition of nuclear weapons and
the construction of peace in order to reach the goal of
Hiroshima as base for international peace.

In order to realize this plan, I visited the United
States from the fifth of this month where I visited the
United Nations and the US government agencies and
also had discussions with international aid organizations
regarding project coordination in order to achieve a wide
range of international understanding and cooperation.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon expressed
that he would like to support the measures of Hiroshima
and is looking forward to the drafting of a specific action
plan, clearly indicating immensely reassuring overall
support and I felt the great expectations held for this plan.
I re-acknowledged the mission and role of Hiroshima
seen from the global perspective and I want to utilize the
network with the various sectors created during this visit
as a means to devote our maximum efforts in establishing
Hiroshima as a base for international peace where world
leaders, researchers and NGOs gather and a wide range
of activities for the abolition of nuclear weapons and the
construction of world peace are actively carried out.

By attending this symposium today, you
are showing your understanding and hopes for the
international support actions of Hiroshima, so that I
would like to humbly request your cooperation and
support for the measures taken by Hiroshima for peace,
which certainly include the medical treatment of persons
exposed to nuclear radiation.

Finally, I would like to express my most sincere
gratitude to both Dr. Daud Mohamad, Deputy Director
General of the IAEA, who arrived here from Vienna today,
as well as to Dr. Eduardo Rosenblatt, our keynote speaker,
who is the section head of the Applied Radiation Biology
and Radiotherapy Section of the Division of Human Health,
Department of Nuclear Sciences and Applications of the
IAEA. In addition to these two I would like to extend my
most sincere gratitude also to all the other IAEA personnel,
HICARE officers, and all other personnel who have helped
to realize this symposium today. Today's symposium will
continue until five o'clock which is fairly long, but I hope
you all find it informative and useful.

Chair

Now for some congratulatory addresses. First,
we have Mr. Takashi Hatori, Director of the International
Nuclear Energy Cooperation Division of the Disarmament,
Non-Proliferation and Science Department of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.
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Takashi HATORI,
Director, International Nuclear Energy Cooperation
Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

I would like to congratulate that the “HICARE'’s
International Symposium” is taking place here in
Hiroshima for 2 days, and also would like to express
my gratitude for the HICARE's efforts toward the
contributions in medical care for the radiation-exposed
and the promotion of international cooperation for many
years.

My Division, International Nuclear Energy
Cooperation Division in MOFA, is in charge of the foreign
policy in the fields of research and development of nuclear
technology, as well as nuclear security and safety. Among
them, technical cooperation in nuclear-related medical and
health sectors is one of our priorities.

The accident at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear
Power Station of Tokyo Electric Power Company, triggered
by the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunamis on 11th
March, inflicted grave damages to Japan. Furthermore, it
also put a great impact on Japan's atomic-energy policy.
However, Japan is now moving forward to reconstruction
from the accident. As repeatedly mentioned by Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister, this is thanks to heartfelt
assistance and advice from your country and region.
Taking this opportunity, I would like to once again extend
our deepest appreciation to all of you.

The IAEA has provided valuable assistance, such
as providing explanations to the world following the
accident, dispatching IAEA Monitoring Teams as well as
International Fact-Finding Expert Mission to Japan, a visit
by the Director General Amano himself to the plant, and
preparing a draft of the Action Plan on Nuclear Safety
that was endorsed by the IAEA General Conference in
September of this year.

With these supports, Japan has been working
tirelessly to bring the accident at the nuclear power station
under stable control, and, I believe that the accident is
steadily moving toward settlement.

However, the people, especially in disaster-
affected areas, still remain anxious about the impacts of
radiation on human health. We are aware that workers
at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station are
engaged in restoration works under tough conditions. The
situation we are now facing is not just our problem. It is
an extremely important issue for countries and regions
which plan to construct nuclear power stations, and those
who are actually engaged in construction or management
of nuclear power plants.

On September 22nd, the “United Nations High-
Level Meeting on Nuclear Safety and Security” was held
at the UN Headquarters in New York. In the meeting,
several world leaders or ministers remarked on the
impact of the accident at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear
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Power Station of Tokyo Electric Power Company and on
the strengthening of nuclear safety, nuclear security, and
emergency response etc.

Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba, who attended
the meeting as one of the representatives of our country,
stated that “In order to raise the level of literacy regarding
nuclear power amongst the international community and
to free people from anxiety of the impacts of radiation on
human health, let us bring together scientific knowledge
of the IAEA, the WHO, and each country on the basis of
scientific objectivity to disseminate the information to the
general public in an easy to understand manner”. Although
many persons, many of you included, have been engaged
in research regarding the impacts of radiation on human
health, the above statement was made with an awareness
of the issue in regards to the lack of clearly defined
standards, such as what sort of health effects are related
to exactly what amounts of radiation and what amount of
radiation can be considered as safe.

With regard to the theme of this symposium -
“the effects of radiation on the human body”, which has
become a major issue nationally as well as internationally
and is also the theme of this symposium, we, MOFA would
like to make efforts for the dissemination of information
to the general public in an easy to understand manner in
cooperation with the relevant countries and international
organizations. We expect that there will be fruitful
discussion at this symposium, and would like to learn a lot
from the achievements.

In closing my remarks, I would like to expect the
further development of HICARE's international cooperative
activity. Thank you very much.

Chair

Thank you very much Mr. Hatori. Next, please
welcome Mr. Ryo Takagi, Assistant Division Chief of the
General Affairs Division of the Health Service Bureau of
the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare.

Ryo TAKAGI, MD, MSc,
Deputy Director, General Affairs Division, Health Service
Bureau, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare

My name is Ryo Takagi and I serve as an assistant
division chief in the General Affairs Division of the Health
Service Bureau of the Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare. I would like to offer a few words on the occasion
of today's HICARE International Symposium. Under the
themes of the effects of radiation on the human body
and the establishment of an international network for
medical care for the radiation-exposed, this international
symposium held in Hiroshima, jointly organized by the
IAEA and HICARE, has involved a great deal of strenuous
efforts by all those involved in the preparations and
holding of this event. This international symposium has
invited Dr. Daud Mohamad, the Deputy Director General of
the TAEA, to serve as the keynote speaker and symposium
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commentator. I expect that we will be able to hear about
a lot of various knowledge related to nuclear power
technology from an international perspective. Additionally,
as today's session is open to the general public, I also
expect that there will be discussions that are meaningful
to the interested general public and not limited to medical
professionals working in the field of treatment for the
radiation-exposed.

From since after the A-bomb was detonated,
physicians and researchers in Hiroshima have been
continuously studying the treatment of A-bomb
survivors and radiation-related injuries, resulting in the
accumulation of experience and knowledge of these
physicians and researchers. I understand that HICARE
was founded to allow this storehouse of experience and
knowledge to be useful to persons around the world. As
it celebrates its 20th anniversary this year, I would like to
offer my heartfelt congratulations to the organization.

I wish to express my warmest regards for not
only the pro-active international cooperation activities of
HICARE that include conducting training in the medical
care for the radiation-exposed, dispatching specialists and
publishing handbooks for the medical care for A-bomb
survivors, but also for the efforts of the persons involved
in administrating such activities.

I understand that HICARE is currently configured
of Hiroshima Prefecture/Hiroshima City, Hiroshima
Prefectural Medical Association, Hiroshima City Medical
Association, Hiroshima University, Hiroshima University
Hospital, Research Institute for Radiation Biology and
Medicine (Hiroshima University), Radiation Effects
Research Foundation, Hiroshima Atomic Bomb Casualty
Council, and Hiroshima Red Cross Hospital and Atomic-
bomb Survivors Hospital. As was previously mentioned,
HICARE and the International Atomic Energy Agency
signed the Practical Arrangements related to the field of
medical care for radiation-exposed individuals in August
of last year. It is my heartfelt expectation that this will act
as a starting point for HICARE to serve as an important
base that enables Hiroshima to contribute to the world at
large and to promote international cooperative efforts, and
allow the organization to carry out even more substantial
efforts.

In the 66 years that have passed since the
A-bomb was detonated over Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the
survivors have undergone a series of difficult hardships.
Although the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare has
promoted comprehensive measures related to the health,
medical care and welfare of the A-bomb survivors, I
believe that we must listen close to the voices of the aging
community of A-bomb survivors and work to steadfastly
establish various measures for them.

In closing, I would like to express my hopes that
HICARE and its related institutions continue to expand and
develop. Thank you very much.

Chair

Thank you very much, Mr. Takagi. Next, we will
hear from Mr. Kazumi Matsui, the Mayor of Hiroshima
City.
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Kazumi MATSUI,
Mayor, the City of Hiroshima

I would like to offer a few words about HICARE
upon the holding of this HICARE International Symposium
and Seminar for Doctors in Designated Medical Institutions
for Treatment of A-bomb Survivors.

As the mayor of the city that was the hypocenter
of the A-bomb, I wish to express my heartfelt respect
and gratitude for the superior efforts on the part of the
HICARE and IAEA personnel gathered here today, persons
from medical institutions related to emergency care for
radiation exposure from around the world, as well as the
great number of Japanese medical care personnel working
in providing medical care for those exposed to radiation. I
also wish to once again express my deepest respect for the
various forms of assistance provided from within Japan
and abroad in relation to the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear
Power Plant accident that occurred in March of this year
as a result of the Great East Japan Earthquake.

HICARE was established in 1991, spurred on
by the impetus of the Chernobyl nuclear power plant
accident in 1986, with the objective of contributing to the
medical care for radiation exposed individuals around the
world; that is, with a main purpose of utilizing the results
of medical treatment for and research results related
to A-bomb survivors in Hiroshima for that objective.
The organization also currently brings in doctors from
overseas while dispatching researchers and medical
specialists, as well as providing technical support and
medical care information to medical personnel around the
world.

Additionally, in August of last year, HICARE
signed the Practical Arrangements with the IAEA
related to cooperation in fields such human resources
training for the medical care for radiation exposure and
collaborative research in the healthcare field. It is not
an exaggeration to say that this agreement is the first
step towards constructing a worldwide network that has
been long awaited by persons across the globe. Based
on the establishment of this international network of
medical personnel related to the medical care for the
radiation-exposed, I feel that it is truly important to hold
symposiums and seminars with the participation of a
great number of related persons from within Japan and
abroad. Today's symposium provides an opportunity to
further deepen understanding and cooperation among
medical personnel providing medical care for the
radiation-exposed on a global scale while also actively
promoting the linkages moving forward between HICARE
and international institutions that is expected to greatly
advance medical care for the radiation-exposed on a global
scale.

Additionally, I would like request all those
gathered here today to, by all means, share the dream
of Hiroshima in achieving the absolute abolition of
nuclear weapons and the realization of permanent world
peace, and take action together to ensure the future of
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humankind.

Finally, I would like to wish the greatest success
for this HICARE International Symposium and Seminar for
Doctors in Designated Medical Institutions for Treatment
of A-bomb Survivors, and express my sincere hope
that it is enlightening and inspirational for all those in
attendance.

Chair

Thank you very much, Mayor Matsui. Next we
will hear from Mr. Masao Hayashi, the Chairman of the
Hiroshima Prefectural Assembly.

Masao HAYASHI
Chairman of the Hiroshima Prefectural Assembly

I would like to offer a few words as the
representative of the Hiroshima Prefectural Assembly.
I am sincerely delighted to witness the holding of this
magnificent 2011 HICARE International Symposium. I
would also like to welcome Dr. Daud Mohamad, the Deputy
Director General of the IAEA, to Hiroshima.

The recent accident at the Fukushima Daiichi
Nuclear Power Plant has once again brought attention to
the important issue of crisis management of nuclear power
and has especially heightened the importance of medical
care for the radiation-exposed for all nations in the world.
Amidst this, the IAEA, working for the peaceful use of
nuclear energy, and HICARE, carrying out international
collaborative activities related to medical care for the
radiation-exposed, signed the Practical Arrangements in
August of last year that will promote mutual cooperation in
the field of medical care for radiation-exposed individuals,
and I believe that today's symposium is deeply significant
in that it marks the beginning of the development of
such joint projects. It is my sincere hope that, based on
collaboration with the IAEA, the results of treatment of
Hiroshima A-bomb survivors and research results are
used by persons all over the world who are involved in
medical care and study of the radiation-exposed. Finally, I
would like to offer my sincerest gratitude for all of those
who have worked ceaselessly to organize and hold this
symposium, and I hope that it is compelling and useful for
all of those in attendance.

Chair
Thank you very much to all six of you for your
opening remarks.





