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Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is Kenji
Kamiya. I serve as the president of HICARE and the vice
president of Hiroshima University.

It is my great pleasure to hold this symposium titled
the “HICARE International Symposium: 75 years since
the atomic bombings, 30 years since the establishment
of HICARE and 10 years since the Fukushima Daiichi
Nuclear Power Plant accident—for the world for the next
30 years.” I am particularly pleased that despite the
ongoing pandemic, we have so many participants in this
event, for which we have decided to adopt a live
streaming method. I would like to express my deepest
gratitude to all audience members, as well as related
parties who have prepared for this event.

This year’s symposium is being held to commemorate
the 75th anniversary of the first atomic bombing in
human history in Hiroshima in August 1945, 10th
anniversary of the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power
Plant accident, which occurred in March 2011, and the
30th anniversary of the establishment of the Hiroshima
International Council for Health Care of the Radiation-
exposed (HICARE) in April 1991, which has been
dedicated to medical support of all radiation-exposed
people in the world through joint efforts of all parties in
Hiroshima. By holding this event, we hope to review the
initiatives taken by HICARE and its constituent
institutions and to present visions for the future.

HICARE was established in Hiroshima in 1991, on the
occasion of the Chernobyl accident, with the aim of
promoting the healthcare of people exposed to radiation
in various parts of the world by taking advantage of the
ample knowledge that has been accumulated in
Hiroshima over many years through medical treatment
of hibakusha and research of radiation effects on human
health.

To fulfill this goal, HICARE has been dedicated to various
activities since its founding. It is indeed a very unique
council in the world since it involves all related parties in
Hiroshima, including medical institutions, university,
research centers, and local governments.

Over the past 30 years, HICARE has provided training
to 768 physicians and researchers from 37 countries,
dispatched its specialists to various parts of the world,
and shared its research outcomes with people all over
the world. In this way, HICARE has been helping medical
treatment of the radiation-exposed by fully exploiting the
expertise and experience accumulated in Hiroshima.
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In 2012, on the 20th anniversary of its founding,
HICARE extensively revised “Effects of A-Bomb Radiation
on the Human Body” which is highly evaluated as a
practical guidebook on health effects of A-bomb radiation.
The new edition, which includes the latest findings,
was designed to promote knowledge on effects of
radiation and therapies for the radiation-exposed.

In 2014, HICARE was designated as an IAEA
Collaborating Centre. Ever since, HICARE has been
promoting support in many more countries and regions
by using the international network of the IAEA.
Meanwhile, even in Japan, constituent institutions of
HICARE have been engaged in various support activities
for sufferers, particularly those of the Tokaimura
Criticality Accident occurred in Ibaraki prefecture in 1999
and those of the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant
accident triggered by the Great East Japan Earthquake
in 2011.

These activities by HICARE have been commended
greatly. HICARE was honored with the Public Health
Award, the most prestigious award in Japan in the area
of public health and hygiene, Japan’s Foreign Minister’s
Award, the Chugoku Cultural Award, and the Certificate
of Appreciation from the Minister of Health, Labour and
Welfare in recognition of its support activities for the
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant accident.

At today’s symposium, I am delighted that a Keynote
Speech will be delivered by Dr. May Abdel-Wahab of the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). Moreover, I
am pleased that specialists from Fukushima, Nagasaki,
and Hiroshima will introduce their activities in their
respective fields and discuss what they expect of HICARE
in the years ahead. Finally, Mr. Wataru Imanaka, the
special advisor to Chugoku Shimbun Co., Ltd., will
suggest the roles that Hiroshima is expected to fulfill in
the future.

I truly hope that the participants in this symposium will
deepen their understanding of the importance of medical
cooperation for people who have been exposed to
radiation in the world. I hope that many more people will
become aware of the fact that the medical care for the
radiation-exposed have been developed based on the
invaluable sacrifices of many hibakusha and that sharing
the outcomes of their efforts greatly contributes to the
development of therapies for the radiation-exposed
throughout the world.

At HICARE, we are determined to continue to make
concerted efforts to pass on the essential outcomes of
our activities to future generations. At the same time, we
will work together to further promote Hiroshima’s unique
contribution to the world.

Last but not least, I would like to express my heartfelt
wishes for your continued good health and success.
Thank you very much.




