SURVYA B

Symposium I (6)

¥ Bz / Toshiyuki Mimaki

BEREZHIBREDIE BB RDSTRD
EEEFMDANEICODVWTHELLET,

LERRBHELEFHHHS BER
HW 82

Chair, Hiroshima Prefectural Confederation

#1.#2

AHIBEFOZ L RED KD ED
EEEFMDAEICDODVWTEFELIE TV
EEFY

#3

NIFERFIR T ZBEITIT AIEH
AIRTSWSFIRZF>TTo> T TS
EEICRFTREBETAR! 1 ETLE>T
Wo e ZE3T9,

Atomic bombing

damage
Hiroshima.Toshiyuki.Mimaki

_ 8th February 2026

8th . February * 2026

VDT L, FIgOZ L,

Toshiyuki Mimaki Talks about the War,
Post-war Hiroshima, and His Own Life

of A-bomb Sufferers Organizations

Toshiyuki Mimaki

IH H A2 0 EREFIR
IRV 3AS é:“bi‘éinhfb V%

#1.#2

Today, | will speak about the war,
post-war Hiroshima, and my own
life.

#3

This is a military service
pocketbook. Soldiers carried this
pocketbook with them, and when
they died, it was returned as a
record of their service.
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#4

At that time, soldiers were deeply
respected, and children aspired to
become soldiers when they grew
up. However, as the war intensified,
more and more soldiers were killed
in battle. Eventually, even university
students were drafted and forced
to abandon their studies in order to
go to the front lines.

#5

This is a red paper, called
akagami, which was a military draft
notice.

#6

This man was from my town. This
picture shows him leaving for Pearl
Harbor shortly before the attack. He
was known as an outstanding naval
officer in Kure. His two younger
sisters saw him off at the bus stop,
crying and fearing they might never
see him again.

#7
This image shows the Pearl
Harbor attack.
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#8
This is Sadamu Kamita.

#9
| was born on March 15, 1942, in
[tabashi, Tokyo.

#10

On March 10, 1945, the Great
Tokyo Air Raid, during which nearly
100,000 lives were lost.

#11

Because it was considered
dangerous to remain in Tokyo, we
evacuated to Hiroshima. This is the
Atomic Bomb Dome, which was
known at the time as the Industrial
Promotion Hall.
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#12

My father began working for the
railway company at a locomotive
depot.

#13

This photograph shows Hiroshima
at the time of the atomic bombing
in 1945,

#14

| was playing in front of my house
when there was a sudden blinding
flash. | thought it was lightning.

#15
This is an aerial photograph taken
from a B-29.
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#16

Around 3 p.m., many people
passed our house toward the
mountains, with messy hair and torn
clothes. One asked us to open
canned food. | stood behind my
mother, afraid.

This picture was drawn by a
Motomachi High School student
based on my story.

#17

That evening, | went to the station
to pick up my father as usual, but
he did not return.

#18

As | was trying to make my way
home in tears, various things began
falling from the sky over the
Otagawa River.

#19

When | returned home, | said,
“Father didn’t come home today,”
and we spent a lonely night.
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#20.#21

Then a neighbor told us that
something terrible had happened in
Hiroshima and that a truck would
leave the next day for anyone who
wanted to go. We decided to go.
My mother carried my younger
brother on her back and held my
hand as we searched the city, but
we could not find my father.

#22

We searched, but we could not
find him, and eventually we had to
give up and return home.

#23

This image shows students being
evacuated to the countryside,
leaving their parents behind. They
gathered at temples at night. The
children cried because they missed
their parents.
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#24

During this time, women
maintained the home front. Even
during what should have been a
peaceful honeymoon period,
husbands and fathers were drafted
and sent away to war. At home,
mothers and wives managed the
household and protected their
families in their absence. Even
when news arrived that their
husbands had died, these women
did not show their grief and
continued to raise their children.

#25

Slide Title: Father in the Soil of
Okinawa — A Mother Who
Supported the Family
This is a story about a family. Their
father left Kagoshima for Okinawa
at age 40 and was Kkilled in the war.
To support her children, their
mother woke early each day to
make tofu and barley candy, which
she sold from a handcart.
At night, the children went out to
meet her. When they found her,
they ran to her with joy and helped
push the cart home.

#26

The U.S. military quickly
photographed Hiroshima. Since it
was the first atomic bomb, many
cameras were brought in to record
what had happened to the city.

#27

Streetcars in Hiroshima soon
resumed their operation in areas
away from the hypocenter.
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#28

This is a picture of Miyuki Bridge.
You can see a bald-headed person,
who is Mr. Sunao Tsuboi, my
supervisor. Another person is Ms.
Mitsuko Kouchi. These two
individuals survived. The building
shown here was a police station.

#29

This is Ms. Kouchi, a survivor
from that scene. She passed away
in January 2018.

#30

| later worked together with Mr.
Tsuboi, who was the chair of the
Hiroshima Prefectural
Confederation. | traveled to New
York with him.

#31

This is the former Army Clothing
Depot. Four buildings remain today,
and we campaigned to preserve
them so that they would be kept.
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#32

Mr. Matsuo started a caramel
factory shortly after the atomic
bombing. However, his products
did not sell well, as Meiji and
Morinaga were already producing
caramel. He faced many difficulties
and began making snacks from
shrimp because there was a
widespread deficiency of calcium
and vitamins. By combining the
words calcium and vitamin, he
founded a company called Calbee.
Today, Calbee is a very famous
confectionery company in Japan.

#33

Despite the lack of equipment,
reconstruction gradually began. The
building in the distance is the
Atomic Bomb Dome, and the area
is what is now Peace Memorial
Park. Barrack-style houses began
to appear there.

#34

Orphans survived by shining the
shoes of foreigners. These children
were resilient and found their own
ways to survive on the streets. The
wives of American soldiers
sometimes gave bread to the
children. One child put the bread
into his bag, and when asked why,
he replied, “Because at home, my
younger sister is waiting for me.”
He wanted to share the bread with
her.

#35

When | spoke about this
experience in the United States,
one girl in the audience burst into
tears.
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#36

This is a photograph of Sadako
Sasaki. She believed that folding a
thousand paper cranes would cure
her illness, so she folded them
diligently, but she eventually passed
away when she was a junior high
school student.

#37

Two years after the atomic
bombing, | went to my mother’s
home in Saitama Prefecture. These
photographs show my life at that
time.

#38

This is my younger brother and
me in our poor postwar life. We
spent our days wearing worn
clothes, with some buttons missing.

#39

| worked alongside my mother,
wearing clothes she had made for
me.
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#40

Food was extremely scarce, and
my mother’s words remain with me
to this day. She told me never to
waste a single grain of food. If
even one grain fell, she said to pick
it up and eat it. Every bite was
essential for survival.

#41

When | was in the 5th grade, |
became ill with an unknown disease.
Every day, a doctor came and gave
me penicillin injections, but | did not
recover. The doctor told us that
there was a very effective medicine
from the United States, but it was
very expensive. My mother told
him to use it anyway. It was
streptomycin.

#42

At that time, we did not even
have ice, and there was no
refrigerator. We used water from
the river to try to cool my fever.

#43

For fifteen years after the war, we
lived in great poverty. My father
worked in construction, my mother
helped nearby farmers, and |
helped with housework and looked
after younger children, hoping to
support my parents. | attended high
school while working.
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Later, atomic bomb survivors
began to raise their voices when
the United States conducted
hydrogen bomb testing at Bikini
Atoll.

#45

Three years before the Tokyo
Olympics, | graduated from
part-time high school and began
working. | worked from eight in the
morning until five in the evening
and received my salary. | came
from a farming family, where
people worked from sunrise to
sunset. When | received my first
paycheck, | was very happy. | made
a silent vow to myself that | would
lead my family out of poverty.
When | received a bonus, | used it
to buy a washing machine for my
mother.

#46

This is the foundry where |
worked. | started as a lathe
operator.

#47

This was my first time taking part
in activities overseas. This photo
shows a demonstration in
Manhattan, New York. For someone
like me who lived in poverty, going
to the United Sates by airplane was
nothing more than a distant dream.
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| also gave testimony about my
atomic bomb experience at a high
school in the United States.
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This photograph was taken when
| spoke to sixth-grade students.
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#50
This is a peace monument in my

town.
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Nuclear weapons
realization of everlasting world peace

Hiroshima - Nagasaki

#51
Later, President Obama visited

Hiroshima.
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#52
| also worked as a television
reporter.

#53

This shows me speaking in a live
broadcast connecting NHK
Hiroshima and the news center in
Tokyo.

#54

Before traveling to the United
States, | went to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and asked Japan to
join the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons, but they said no.

#55

We collected international
signatures totaling 2.96 million
people.
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#56

We took these boxes of
signatures to the United Nations
Headquarters.

#57

I'm presenting a list of signatories
here to the Ambassador Elayne
Whyte Gémez of Costa Rica,
President of the UN Conference
being held then.

#58

We took a photo in a park in New
York as part of the International
Signature Campaign, marking the
submission of 2.96 million
signatures.

#59

Finally, on July 7, 2017, the Treaty
on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons was adopted.
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#64

This is a scene after the August
6th ceremony. Local high school
students sing the Hiroshima Peace
Song in chorus.

#65

A pledge for lasting peace. There
is a register of the 340,000
deceased.
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To everyone in the world, please
achieve a world without nuclear
weapons while we are still alive.
This is the strong desire of the
99,000 surviving Hibakusha.

#67
With this, | would like to conclude
my presentation. Thank you.
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(Higashi) Thank you for taking time out of your busy
schedules to attend the HICARE Symposium today.
Today’s symposium provided a valuable opportunity
to revisit and share HICARE’s history, guiding
principles, and initiatives. | was reminded that HICARE
today is the result of the dedication and conviction of
many individuals behind every single effort.

We have also just heard a lecture from Mr. Mimaki,
a Nobel Prize laureate. His words have encouraged
us to understand that our work is not confined to a
specific field. It is deeply intertwined with the growth
and development of humankind. The path of HICARE
represents both the succession of history and a
responsibility for the future. What we have shared
here today, including the ideals and messages
presented, must guide us in considering what we
should do and what kind of society we should build.

| would like to express my deep appreciation to the
panelists who delivered their presentations. | would
also like to extend my heartfelt thanks to everyone
who participated. | hope that today’s encounter and
learning will lead to new paths and new activities.
With that, | would like to conclude the first part of the
symposium. Thank you very much.

(MC) | would like to thank the six panelists and the
moderator, Professor Higashi. We will now take a
five-minute break. After the break, we will resume at
16:25 P.M.
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