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Director General, Hiroshima Prefectural
Health and Welfare Affairs Bureau

Kanako Kitahara M.D., Ph.D.

Kanako Kitahara joined the Hiroshima Prefectural
Government in July 2023 to serve as a Director
General of Health and Welfare Affairs, where she
provides strategic leadeship in public health, medical
services, and social welfare policy, overseeing
system design and implementation at the regional
level. Prior to the current office, she was the
Counsellor of the Office for COVID-19 and Other
Emerging Infectious Disease Control at the Cabinet
Secretariat, Goverment of Japan, where she served
as a key liaison coordinating with subject-matter
experts and advisory bodies in preparation for the
reclassification of COVID-19 as a Category 5
infectious disease. She also worked as a lead deputy
director at the General Affairs Division of Health
Policy Bureau, and as a director at the LongTerm
Care Insurance Data Analysis Office, Division of
Health for the Elderly of the Health and Welfare
Bureau for the Elderly at the Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare, after serving as a liaison officer
to the Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Preparedness and Response at the US Department
of Health and Human Services in 2018-2019. Dr.
Kitahara completed the Public Health Emergency
Management Fellowship at the US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention in 2018. Before
entering government service in 2014, she worked as

a Rheumatologist.
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Chair and Representative Director,

Radiation Effects Research Foundation (RERF)/
President, Hiroshima International Council
for Health Care of the Radiation-exposed

Kenji Kamiya M.D., Ph.D.

Kenji Kamiya graduated from the School of
Medicine, Hiroshima University, in 1977 and
completed doctoral coursework; withdrew from the
doctoral program at the Graduate School of Medical
Science of the same university (Doctor of Medical
Science). After working as a researcher at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison and other institutes
from 1982 to 1987, he was appointed as Professor
at the Research Institute for Radiation Biology and
Medicine, Hiroshima University in 1996 and
concurrently served as Director of the same
institute for four years each from 2001 and 2009.
He also concurrently served as Director of the
Radiation Emergency Medicine Promotion Center,
Hiroshima University, from 2004, as Vice President
of Fukushima Medical University from 2011, as Vice
President of Hiroshima University from 2013, and as
Director of the Radiation Medical Science Center for
the Fukushima Health Management Survey at
Fukushima Medical University from 2016 until he
resigned all these positions in 2023. He has served
as President of the Hiroshima International Council
for Health Care of the Radiation-exposed (HICARE)
since 2022 and as Chair of the Radiation Effects
Research Foundation (RERF) since 2023. The
positions he assumed previously also include a
member of the Science Council of Japan, Chair of
the Radiation Council of the Nuclear Regulation
Authority of Japan, and President of the Japanese

Radiation Research Society.
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President and CEO of The Institute for
Medical Leadership/
HICARE US West Coast Liaison

Susan Reynolds M.D., Ph.D.

Susan Reynolds is President and CEO of the
Institute for Medical Leadership, which has trained
over 4,000 physician leaders across U.S. hospitals.
A former emergency physician and White House
healthcare advisor, she worked with First Lady
Hillary Clinton on national health policy. She
focuses on women’s health and rural obstetric
care and is the author of Prescription for Lasting
Success. A native of Philadelphia, she holds a Ph.D.
and M.D. from UCLA, is board-certified in internal
medicine, and received the Los Angeles County
Medical Association Lifetime Achievement Award
in 2025.
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Director, Research Institute for
Radiation Biology and Medicine (RIRBM),
Hiroshima University

& Yukihito Higashi M.D., Ph.D., FAHA

Yukihito Higashi graduated from the School of
Medicine, Hiroshima University, in 1988. In 1997,
he was assigned to Internal Medicine Department
1 (currently the Department of Cardiovascular
Medicine) at Hiroshima University Hospital, and he
has since been working to provide medical
treatment. After working as Assistant at the
Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences (currently
Graduate School of Biomedical and Health
Sciences), Hiroshima University, from 2002, he was
appointed as Professor at the Research Institute
for Radiation Biology and Medicine at the same
university in 201 1. He has since been involved in
education and research in that position. At
Hiroshima University Hospital, he has also served
as Director of the Medical Center for Translational
and Clinical Research since 2013 and as Director
of the Research Institute for Radiation Biology and
Medicine since 2023. He specializes in
cardiovascular medicine and regenerative
medicine. He is a Board Certified Member of the

Japanese Circulation Society.
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Honorary Director, Hiroshima Red Cross
Hospital & Atomic-bomb Survivors Hospital

Hiroo Dohy M.D., Ph.D.

Hiroo Dohy graduated from the School of
Medicine, Hiroshima University in 1970. In 1978,
he went to France as a French government
scholarship student. After returning to Japan, he
engaged in clinical treatment and research. In
2004, he was appointed as Director of Hiroshima
Red Cross Hospital & Atomic-bomb Survivors
Hospital. In 2012, he became the hospital’s
Honorary Director. In the same year, he was
appointed as Director of the Japanese Red Cross
Chushikoku Block Blood Center. In 2016, he
became a member of the Management Council of
the Blood Service Headquarters, Japanese Red
Cross Society, contributing to operating the
society’s Blood Programs. Since 2019, he has
served as Chair of the Hiroshima Branch Review
Committee, Health Insurance Claims Review &
Reimbursement Service, devoting efforts to
ensuring appropriate operation of the medical
system. At HICARE, he served as the fourth
President from 2004.
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Executive Board Member,

Hiroshima Prefectural Medical Association/
Senior Manager, Department of Pediatrics,
Hiroshima Prefectural Hospital

Nobutsune Ishikawa M.D., Ph.D.

After graduating from the School of Medicine,
Hiroshima University, in 1999, Nobutsune Ishikawa
was assigned to the Department of Pediatrics,
Hiroshima University Hospital. After working in the
Departments of Pediatrics of Hiroshima City
Hospital (currently Hiroshima City Hiroshima
Citizens Hospital) and of Miyoshi Central Hospital,
he returned to the Department of Pediatrics,
Hiroshima University Hospital, as a pediatrician in
2007. In the department, he was appointed as
Assistant Professor in 2009, as Clinical Lecturer in
2015, and as Lecturer in 2021.

In 2023, he was appointed as Manager in the
Department of Pediatrics, Hiroshima Prefectural
Hospital, and he currently serves as Senior
Manager in the same department, playing a central
role in pediatric treatment at the hospital. He has
also served as a Executive Director of the Board of
the Hiroshima Prefectural Medical Association
since 2024, working to improve medical care in

Hiroshima.
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Professor, Department of Radiation
Disaster Medicine, Research Institute for
Radiation Biology and Medicine (RIRBM),

Hiroshima University

Nobuyuki Hirohashi M.D., Ph.D.

Nobuyuki Hirohashi graduated from the School
of Medicine, Kurume University, in 1989. After
graduating from the Graduate School of Medicine
at the same university in 1993, he worked as a
postdoctoral research fellow at the University of
Kansas in the U.S. He was appointed as an
Assistant Professor in the Department of
Emergency and Critical Care Medicine at Kurume
University in 1995. and as Lecturer in the same
department in 2003. In 2005, he became a
researcher in radiation medicine at St. Marianna
University School of Medicine, and in 2007, he was
appointed as Associate Professor in the
Department of Emergency Medicine (currently
Department of Emergency and Critical Care
Medicine) at the School of Medicine, Hiroshima
University. In 2017, he was appointed Professor in
the Department of Radiation Disaster Medicine,
Research Institute for Radiation Biology and
Medicine, at the same university. In 2023, he was
appointed to concurrently serve as Director of the
Hiroshima University Radiation Disaster Medical
Support Center, and in 2025, he chaired the 13th
Conference of the Japanese Association for

Radiation Accident/Disaster Medicine.
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Director, Health Management and
Promotion Center, Hiroshima Atomic
Bomb Casualty Council

Yoshitaka Ueno M.D., Ph.D.

Yoshitaka Ueno graduated from the School of
Medicine, Keio University, in 1989.After training at
Keio University Hospital, he joined the Department
of Gastroenterology and Hepatology at the School
of Medicine at the same university in 1993. In
1997, he moved to Harvard Medical School in the
U.S. as a student to learn the basics of
gastrointestinal immunology. In 2000, he was
appointed as a medical staff member in Internal
Medicine Department 1 at Hiroshima University
Hospital. After that, he worked as Assistant and
then as Clinical Lecturer in the same department
before he assumed the position of Department
Manager at the Health Management and
Promotion Center of the Hiroshima Atomic Bomb
Casualty Council in 2018. In 2023, he was
appointed as Director of the center. For medical
checkups for hibakusha, he is mainly in charge of
gastrointestinal endoscopy, striving for early

detection of cancer.
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Vice Chair, Executive Committee,

Nagasaki Association for Hibakusha's

Medical Care(NASHIM)/Professor, Department of
Disaster Resilience and Science, Atomic Bomb
Disease Institute, Nagasaki University

Noboru Takamura graduated from Nagasaki
University School of Medicine, in 1993. After
working as Assistant at the Atomic Bomb Disease
Institute of the same university, as Technical
Advisor at the World Health Organization (WHO)
headquarters, and as Lecturer and then Associate
Professor at Nagasaki University School of
Medicine, he has served as Professor at the
Atomic Bomb Disease Institute of the same
university since 2008. During his professional
career, he has provided medical support and
promoted research in the areas around the
Chornobyl Nuclear Power Plant. After the
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station accident
in 2011, he worked as a health risk management
advisor to Fukushima Prefecture, involved in crisis
management and recovery support. Since 2020,
he has served as the first Director of the Great
East Japan Earthquake and Nuclear Disaster
Memorial Museum in Futaba Town, Fukushima

Prefecture.
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Chair, Hiroshima Prefectural Confederation
of A-bomb Sufferers Organizations

Toshiyuki Mimaki

Toshiyuki Mimaki was born in Tokyo City
(currently Itabashi-ku, Tokyo) in 1942. He
experienced the Bombing of Tokyo, and
subsequently he was exposed to atomic bomb
radiation in Hiroshima, where he had evacuated.
He served as a member of his local town council
from 1998 to 2013, as well as a probation officer
and a PTA president. Since 2007, he has been
involved in peace activities, providing testimony
about his experience with exposure to atomic
bomb radiation and the aftermath at United
Nations conferences and on other occasions. He
served as a reporter during President Obama’s
visit to Hiroshima in 2016. Since November 2021,
he has served as Chair of the Hiroshima
Prefectural Confederation of A-bomb Sufferers
Organizations. In 2024, when the Nobel Peace
Prize was awarded to Nihon Hidankyo (the Japan
Confederation of A- and H-Bomb Sufferers
Organizations), he was one of those on the award
ceremony podium as a representative committee
member of the laureate. He is still active in

providing testimony as a hibakusha.
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Executive Director,
Radiation Effects Research Foundation (RERF)

Kazunori Kodama M.D.,Ph.D.

Kazunori Kodama graduated from the School of
Medicine, Hiroshima University, in 1972. From 1976
to 1979, he worked as a resident in the Department
of Internal Medicine on Saint Raphael Campus of
Yale New Haven Hospital, affiliated with the Yale
University. From 1979 to 1981, he was a fellow in
the Department of Cardiovascular Medicine on the
same campus. At RERF, he served as Chief of the
Department of Clinical Studies from 1989 to 1999
and as Chief of the Department of Epidemiology
from 2002 to 2007. He has served as Executive
Director of RERF since 2018.

While working in the abovementioned positions,
he also served as President of the Japan
Epidemiological Association (2007-2010) and as a
member of the United Nations Scientific Committee
on the Effects of Atomic Radiation (UNSCEAR)
(2004-2018). Since 2005, he has also been a fellow
of the American College of Cardiology. He
specializes in epidemiology of cardiovascular

diseases and the health effects of radiation.
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Honorary Director, Hiroshima Red Cross
Hospital & Atomic-bomb Survivors Hospital

Hiroo Dohy M.D., Ph.D.
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