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It is a great pleasure to welcome so many of you today
to the HICARE International Symposium commemorating
80 years since the atomic bombing and the 35th
anniversary of HICARE. | would like to thank everyone
joining us here in person and online from around the world.
My deepest thanks also go to all those who worked very
hard to make this occasion possible.

In August last year, on the occasion of 80 years since
the first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, and the
35th anniversary of the Hiroshima International Council for
the Healthcare of the Radiation-exposed, or HICARE, this
coming April, our goal today is to reflect on the initiatives
of HICARE and its constituent organizations and to outline
our future vision. Although this is a four-hour program, |
hope you will find the discussions insightful and remain with
us until the very end.

For many of the residents of Hiroshima joining us today,
allow me to briefly introduce HICARE. Our mission is to
apply the expertise in medical care for atomic bomb
survivors and the accumulated research findings on
radiation disorders over many years to the medical care of
radiation-exposed individuals worldwide. HICARE was
founded in 1991 in Hiroshima following the Chernobyl
disaster.

Over the past 35 years, HICARE has welcomed over 900
doctors, researchers, and health professionals from 38
countries for specialized training, dispatched over 200
experts to 16 countries, and provided vital medical
information. Hiroshima’s experiences and expertise have
made a significant contribution to medical care for
individuals worldwide who have been exposed to radiation.

In 2014, HICARE was designated as an |AEA
collaborating center. By leveraging this international
network, we have expanded our support to more countries
and regions.

Furthermore, within Japan, HICARE member institutions
have utilized this network to provide various forms of
support during emergencies, such as the 1999 Tokaimura
criticality accident and the 2011 Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear
Power Plant accident following the Great East Japan
Earthquake.

These activities have earned high acclaim. HICARE has
received numerous awards, including the Health Culture
Award, Japan’s most prestigious award in public health, as
well as the Foreign Minister's Commendation, the Chugoku
Cultural Award, and a certificate of appreciation from the
Minister of Health, Labor, and Welfare for our support
during the Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant accident.
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In this symposium, we have Dr. Susan Reynolds,
President and CEO of the Institute for Medical
Leadership, who has served as a bridge between
HICARE and health professionals across the United
States over many years. She will serve as a keynote
speaker, and | will also deliver a keynote speech.
Following that, in Symposium 1, we will welcome experts
from Hiroshima and Nagasaki, as well as Mr. Toshiyuki
Mimaki, chair of the Hiroshima Prefectural
Confederation of A-Bomb Sufferers Organizations.
They will share their respective insights and activities.
In Symposium 2, all of today’s speakers will gather for a
panel discussion to explore future perspectives of
HICARE.

[t is my sincere hope that today’s occasion will allow
all participants to deepen their understanding of
international medical cooperation for radiation-exposed
individuals and recognize that the achievements in
radiation medicine built upon the sacrifice of many
people exposed to radiation, have contributed to
improving medical care for those affected by radiation
worldwide.

Furthermore, we are committed to ensuring that
these vital achievements are passed on to future
generations. Together with all stakeholders, we will
continue to make our utmost efforts to further
promote Hiroshima’s mission, the most uniquely
Hiroshima-like contribution to the world.

In closing, | would like to offer my best wishes for
your continued health and success. With this, | formally
open today’s symposium. Thank you very much.

(MC) Thank you very much, President Kamiya. Next,
we will have an address from the Director of Atomic
Bomb Survivors’ Support office, General Affairs
Division Public Health Bureau of the Ministry of
Health, Labor and Welfare. Ms. Hitomi Hori was
scheduled to deliver this address. However, as Ms.
Hori is unable to attend today due to other
commitments, the address will be delivered on her
behalf by Deputy Director Dr. Ezaki.
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