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Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. My name is
Ezaki, and | am the Deputy Director of the General Affairs
Division, Public Health Bureau, Ministry of Health, Labor
and Welfare. | will now read the address from Director
Ms. Hori on her behalf.

Thank you very much for inviting me here today. My
name is Hori, and here in Hiroshima today, | would like to
express my sincere congratulations on the convening of
the International Symposium commemorating 80 years
since the atomic bombing organized by HICARE together
with all those involved.

| understand that HICARE and its related organizations
will mark the milestone of their 35th anniversary this
coming April. On this occasion, | would like to express my
deepest respect and heartfelt gratitude for your many
years of dedicated efforts and invaluable contributions to
medical care for radiation-exposed persons around the
world, as well as for your continued promotion of
international cooperation in this field.

| would also like to extend my respect to all the medical
professionals gathered here today, including members of
the Hiroshima Prefectural Medical Association, as well as
those involved in medical care for radiation-exposed
persons who have traveled from overseas. | sincerely
commend you for your steadfast and sincere commitment
to addressing the medical needs of radiation-exposed
persons, each in your respective roles on a daily basis.

This year marks 80 years since the atomic bombings.
The average age of atomic bomb survivors has now
exceeded 86 years, reflecting their advancing age. In light
of this reality, the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare
remains firmly committed to standing close to the
survivors and providing comprehensive support across
healthcare, medical services, and welfare.

Specifically, we will continue to further enhance our
support by working toward even greater acceleration in
the review process for certification of atomic
bomb-related illnesses, promoting the preservation of
atomic bomb-related structures and sites, and providing
necessary governmental support toward the expansion of
the children’s exhibition area in the Hiroshima Peace
Memorial Museum. Through these efforts, we will continue
to strengthen and enrich our support measures.
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| understand that, as part of 80 years since the atomic
bombing and the 35th anniversary of HICARE, this
symposium is being held under the theme of promoting
international cooperation in the medical field for
radiation-exposed persons worldwide. | am informed that
medical professionals from Japan and abroad, who
confront the medical care of radiation-exposed persons
on a daily basis, will gather for symposium sessions and
exchanges of views. | believe this to be an endeavor of
profound significance. | sincerely hope that this meeting
will serve as an opportunity to further strengthen and
expand these efforts in the years to come. In addition, |
understand that a representative of a Nobel Prize
laureate will also be present to explain about their past
endeavor.

In closing, | would like to express my heartfelt wishes
for the continued good health and success of all those
involved with HICARE, as well as everyone gathered here
today. With those wishes, | would like to conclude my
remarks. Thank you very much.

(MC) Thank you very much. Next, we would like to
invite our distinguished guests to say a few words.
First, we will hear from Dr. Mitsuo Ochi, President of
Hiroshima University.




