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On the occasion of this International Symposium
commemorating 80 years since the atomic bombing and the
35th anniversary of HICARE, | would like to offer my greetings
as a representative of Hiroshima University, which plays a vital
role as a member of HICARE. | would like to express my
heartfelt gratitude to the residents of Hiroshima Prefecture and
Hiroshima City, and to our distinguished overseas guests who
have joined us today. | would also like to express our deep
appreciation to Dr. Susan Reynolds and all those involved whose
efforts have made this symposium a truly meaningful occasion.

HICARE was established following the Chernobyl nuclear
accident in 1991 under the all Hiroshima framework, with the
goal of applying the expertise in medical care for atomic bomb
survivors and the research on radiation effects cultivated in
Hiroshima to benefit radiation victims worldwide. As Dr. Kamiya
mentioned, since its inception, HICARE has earned high
international acclaim as a hub for global contributions through
training programs for medical professionals, the dispatch of
experts, and the promotion of radiation emergency medicine.

As a comprehensive research university born in the
atomic-bombed city of Hiroshima, Hiroshima University holds
the pursuit of peace as its foremost principle, with advancing
radiation medicine as a core challenge. Through our Research
Institute for Radiation Biology and Medicine and our university
hospital, we have built a strong track record as an international
center for education and research in radiation medicine and
radiation-related disorders.

In the aftermath of the Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant
accident, we continually dispatched emergency medical teams
and experts to support the affected regions.

Furthermore, as a designated Advanced Radiation Emergency
Medical Support Center, we have collaborated with HICARE
since its founding to provide world-class training opportunities
for international trainees. Within the next fiscal year, the
Radiation Effects Research Foundation, RERF, will complete its
relocation to the Kasumi campus. This move is expected to
further enhance our joint research efforts and lead to even
greater contributions to the medical care of the survivors.
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As we mark the 80th year since the atomic
bombing, and as global uncertainty increases, the
role of HICARE in promoting international
cooperation in radiation medicine is more vital than
ever. | sincerely hope that this symposium will yield
fruitful results and significantly improve medical care
for radiation-exposed individuals worldwide.

In closing, | would like to offer my best wishes for
your continued health and success. Thank you very
much.

(MC) President Ochi, thank you very much for your
greetings. Next, we will have an address from the
President of the Hiroshima Prefectural Medical
Association, Dr. Makoto Matsumura. However, as Dr.
Matsumura is unable to attend today due to other
commitments, the address will be delivered on his
behalf by Dr. Yasumasa Iwasaki, Vice President of the
Hiroshima Prefectural Medical Association.
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Vice President,
Hiroshima Prefectural Medical Association

Yasumasa lwasaki M.D., Ph.D.

Thank you very much. | am Iwasaki, Vice President
of the Hiroshima Prefectural Medical Association.
President Matsumura was originally scheduled to
greet you here today, but he must attend another
meeting in Onomichi and is therefore unable to be
present. On his behalf, | will read his address.

| am delighted to extend my heartfelt
congratulations on the opening of the HICARE
International Symposium commemorating 80 years
since the atomic bombing and the 35th anniversary
of HICARE, welcoming many participants from Japan
and abroad. On behalf of the Hiroshima Prefectural
Medical Association, | would like to express my
deepest respect and gratitude to the organizers and
all those involved in its preparation and operation.

Last year marked the 80th year since the atomic
bombing of Hiroshima. | would like once again to
offer my sincere condolences to those who lost their
lives and to express my profound respect for the
survivors, who have continued to convey their
aspirations for peace to the world while enduring the
suffering caused by the bombing.

As a medical association in the atomic-bombed city
of Hiroshima, the Hiroshima Prefectural Medical
Association has long regarded support for survivors
and peace-related activities as a core mission. A
symbolic example is the overseas atomic bomb
survivor health consultation program, which has
continued since 1977. Through this program,
knowledgeable physicians have provided
consultations in North and South America and
supported local doctors through HICARE training
programs, ensuring continuous survivor-centered
medical care.

Our association has also participated in the
activities of the International Physicians for the
Prevention of Nuclear War, IPPNW, disseminating
medical perspectives on the realities of the atomic
bombing and the health effects of radiation exposure.
We continue to pass on these memories and lessons
to future generations through the atomic bomb
legacy corner at our association building.
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August 6, 1945, marks the very origin of
Hiroshima’s physicians. At the foundation of our
work lies the spirit of doctors who, though injured
themselves, devoted their efforts to caring for
survivors immediately after the bombing, guided by
the unwavering resolve to never give up, never stop,
and never end in the pursuit of peace.

Later in today’s symposium, the Executive Director
of our association and a panelist, Dr. Nobutsune
Ishikawa, will provide a detailed introduction to these
initiatives. We hope that many of you will gain a
deeper understanding of their significance.

HICARE and its member organizations, which will
mark their 35th anniversary this April, have worked as
All Hiroshima to apply the results of survivor care and
radiation research to global medical care for
radiation-exposed populations. These efforts go
beyond medical cooperation, sharing survivors’
experiences and pursuing peace.

The Hiroshima Prefectural Medical Association will
continue to work with HICARE to promote
international cooperation in medical care for
radiation-exposed persons and contribute to the
global pursuit of peace.

In conclusion, | wish for the success of this
symposium, the continued development of HICARE
and its related organizations, and the good health of
all participants.

(MC) Thank you very much, Dr. Iwasaki. Next, Ms.
Mika Yokota, Governor of Hiroshima Prefecture, will
address you.
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Governor of Hiroshima Prefecture

Mika Yokota

| would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations
on the opening of the HICARE International
Symposium commemorating 80 years since the
atomic bombing and the 35th anniversary of HICARE.
| would also like to offer my sincere best wishes to
HICARE as it reaches the milestone of its 35th
anniversary in April 2026.

Hiroshima was the first city in the world to suffer
the unprecedented catastrophe of the atomic
bombing. Even today, 80 years later, many people
both in Japan and abroad continue to suffer from the
after-effects of atomic bomb radiation.

In Hiroshima, dedicated medical treatment for
survivors began immediately after the bombing,
leading to a vast accumulation of knowledge and
expertise in medical care for survivors. For 80 years,
these insights have been shared globally to support
the treatment of radiation victims everywhere, and for
the past 35 years, HICARE has stood at the very
heart of this international cooperation. Furthermore,
as a collaborating center of the IAEA, HICARE has
been instrumental in training professionals and
sharing expertise on how radiation affects human
health. Through these efforts, HICARE continues to
advance Hiroshima’s contribution to the global
community.

In this context, it is truly significant to see so many
of you gathered here today. | am confident that this
symposium will not only deepen our collective
understanding of healthcare for radiation-exposed
persons but also further strengthen our commitment
to international contribution.

Hiroshima Prefecture remains dedicated to
Hiroshima for Global Peace, striving for a world free
of nuclear weapons. Together with HOPe, the
Hiroshima Organization for Global Peace, which was
launched last December, we will continue to utilize our
global networks to research concrete paths toward
nuclear abolition and take decisive action on the
international stage. We would also like to collaborate
with you and respectfully ask for your support.
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In closing, | would like to express my sincere
gratitude to everyone who made this event possible. |
wish all of you continued health, happiness, and
success in your endeavors. Thank you very much.

(MC) Thank you very much, Governor Yokota. Next,
last but not least, we will hear greetings from Mayor
Matsui of Hiroshima City.
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On the occasion of the International Symposium
commemorating 80 years since the atomic bombing
and the 35th anniversary of HICARE, | would like to
offer a few words of greeting. First, | would like to
extend my heartfelt welcome to all of you who have
joined us today. | also wish to express my deepest
respect to Dr. Kenji Kamiya, President of HICARE, and
to all those involved who devoted their efforts to the
realization of this symposium.

Since its establishment in 1991 through the joint
efforts of atomic bomb survivor medical and research
institutions in Hiroshima Prefecture, together with
Hiroshima Prefecture and the City of Hiroshima,
HICARE has continued its activities with the mission of
sharing with the world the expertise in survivor medical
care accumulated in Hiroshima. These efforts have
been highly recognized internationally, including
HICARE’s designation as an IAEA collaborating center
in 2014. Such achievements are the result of the
dedication of all those involved over the past 35 years,
and | would like to take this opportunity to express my
sincere gratitude for their great efforts.

Turning our attention to the international community,
prolonged conflicts such as Russia’'s invasion of
Ukraine and the worsening situation in the Middle East
have intensified global tensions and deepened mutual
distrust among nations. As arms races, including the
expansion of nuclear capabilities aimed at maintaining
superiority, continue, and reliance on military force
gains acceptance in public opinion, the realization of a
peaceful world grows ever more distant.

It is precisely in times like these that civil society
must unite with determination and hope, take action
together, and urge policymakers to change course.
HICARE's activities go beyond the sharing of medical
technologies and knowledge. They play a vital role in
conveying Hiroshima’s aspiration for peace to the
world at the citizen level. Healthcare professionals and
researchers who have participated in HICARE’s
programs have visited Hiroshima, experienced
firsthand the realities of the atomic bombing, and
returned to their home countries carrying with them
the spirit of Hiroshima, thereby expanding awareness
of peace.
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| strongly hope that HICARE will continue to
contribute from Hiroshima to medical care for
radiation-exposed populations worldwide, and that
together we will devote our utmost efforts toward the
elimination of nuclear weapons and the realization of
lasting world peace beyond that goal.

In closing, | would like to conclude my remarks by
wishing continued growth and success for HICARE
and its related organizations, as well as good health
and happiness for all participants here today. Thank
you very much for your kind attention.

(MC) Thank you, Mayor Matsui.

We have received congratulatory messages from two
other distinguished guests, Dr. Kimitake Nakamura,
Director-General for Disarmament, Non-Proliferation,
and Science Department at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, and Dr. May Abdel-Wahab, Director, Division
of Human Health at the International Atomic Energy
Agency. The message from Dr. Kimitake Nakamura is
included in your program for your reference.

We also have an audio message from Dr. May
Abdel-Wahab. Please turn your attention to the
screen.
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