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| appreciate the opportunity to
speak at this symposium on the
occasion of the 80th year since the
atomic bombing and the 35th
anniversary of HICARE. In this
presentation, | would like to discuss

WIEDSRWNEVWSEROT. . LEEE | B —— the ongoing efforts of the
FRDMET TELIMDEHCDOVTHEL BRI [liroshima Prefectural Medical

WeLET, EED TSN STEMESTD* Association. These initiatives are

e I . rooted in the experience of the
RADLLOIE MBI AE LTS atomic bombing and driven by an

DN ZELTRZFIFTODIN ZD—R unwavering spirit to never give up,
EHETENILENTT, never quit, and never end. From a

medical perspective, | will share
what we have done and what we will
continue to do to protect peace
and pass it on to future
generations. | am honored to share
part of this journey with you today.
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9 LOVYOERMOESICONTE First, | would like to discuss the
=L eLEd origins of Hiroshima physicians.
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In the history of the Hiroshima
Prefectural Medical Association, we
must never forget the experience
of the atomic bombing on August
6, 1945. The atomic bombing
devastated most relief stations and
hospitals in Hiroshima city. Of the
2,370 medical personnel beneath
the mushroom cloud, approximately
90% became victims. According to
the medical history of the
Hiroshima atomic bombing,
published in 1961, only 28 doctors,
20 dentists, 28 pharmacists, and
130 nurses remained in the
immediate aftermath.

These few surviving medical staff,
despite being exposed to radiation
themselves and facing a complete
lack of medical supplies, were
compelled to begin relief activities
immediately. Even under such
conditions, these medical
professionals remained committed
to a single mission: to save the lives
before them. Driven by their
knowledge, experience, humanity,
and sense of responsibility, they
never stopped their efforts to
provide care.

#4

On the day of the bombing, from
before noon until late at night, relief
teams began arriving in Hiroshima
city one after another from various
regions to begin medical
operations. In some cases, teams
traveling toward the city center
were blocked by the large number
of injured survivors in surrounding
towns and villages, and they
provided medical treatment there
instead. By the following day, more
than seven relief teams from
various medical associations had
assembled. Full-scale medical
operations were then launched.
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While countless medical
professionals lost their lives after
the atomic bombing, the surviving
physicians devoted themselves to
providing emergency care to
victims, setting aside concerns
about their own radiation exposure
and injuries. At the same time,
doctors who rushed to Hiroshima
on the very day of the bombing
continued their treatment efforts,
even as they faced the tragic reality
of seeing victims pass away one
after another. This unwavering
dedication represents the true
origin of the Hiroshima medical
community. The journey of the
Hiroshima Prefectural Medical
Association began from this very
point, amid the devastation caused
by the atomic bomb.

#6

During the chaos and recovery of
the post-war period, the Hiroshima
Prefectural Medical Association did
more than rebuild the healthcare
system. It confronted new medical
challenges caused by atomic
bomb-related diseases, radiation
exposure after effects, and deep
psychological trauma. These
efforts expanded beyond the local
community to reach the
international level. A symbolic
example is the health consultation
program for Hibakusha living
overseas. In 1977, we began an
initiative to dispatch physicians
abroad every two years to provide
health checkups for Hibakusha
living in North America.
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The first medical checkups for
Hibakusha in North America were
conducted in March 1977 as part of
a joint project between the
Hiroshima Prefectural Medical
Association and RERF. These
medical checkups were carried out
in Los Angeles, San Francisco,
Seattle, and Honolulu.

Starting in 2003, from the 14th
round of checkups, the Japanese
Ministry of Health designated this
program as a subsidized project to
support overseas Hibakusha. Today,
the program is commissioned
through the Hiroshima Prefectural
Medical Association, which
dispatches physicians to these
locations. Furthermore, we have
established sister organization
partnerships with local medical
associations in each city to facilitate
these checkups. We also continue
to invite staff from participating
medical institutions to Hiroshima for
HICARE training programs.

#8

Following the efforts in North
America, the first health checkups
for Hibakusha in South America
were launched in 1985 as a joint
project involving the Japanese
Ministry of Health, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, and the prefectures
of both Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
From the beginning, the Hiroshima
Prefectural Medical Association has
dispatched physicians and provided
continuous support for this mission.
To further improve the quality of
these checkups, we have established
sister organization partnerships with
local medical associations and the
Japanese-Brazilian Medical
Association. This partnership has
enabled us to build a strong
collaborative network with local
health professionals.

#9

To date, we have conducted
checkups in Los Angeles, Hawaii,
San Francisco, Seattle, and
Vancouver, as well as in Brazil,
Bolivia, Paraguay, Argentina, and
Peru.
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International Physicians for the Prevention
of Nuclear War
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In fiscal year 2025, three
physicians from the Hiroshima
Prefectural Medical Association
visited San Francisco, Seattle and
Honolulu where they took time to
listen closely to the survivors.

#11

Before and after our overseas
visits, we meet with the governor
and vice governor of Hiroshima
Prefecture to provide ongoing
reports on local conditions and
challenges we have observed. In
addition to issues such as the
burden of medical expenses, nursing
care for the aging population, and
differences in health insurance
systems, there are many difficult
realities faced by Hibakusha abroad.
Unlike in Japan, second-generation
atomic bomb survivors overseas do
not have access to health checkups.
We have formally requested that
Hiroshima Prefecture ensure these
concerns are conveyed to the
national government. The Hiroshima
Prefectural Medical Association will
never give up and will continue to
provide steadfast support.

#12

Next, | would like to discuss
IPPNW, the International Physicians
for the Prevention of Nuclear War.
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IPPNW is an international
federation of physicians dedicated
to the common goal of abolishing
nuclear weapons and preventing
nuclear war. Founded in December
1980, IPPNW was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1985 for its
significant contribution to humanity
through spreading knowledge about
the catastrophic consequences of
nuclear war and raising public
awareness. The Hiroshima
Prefectural Medical Association
plays a central role in these
activities, including serving as the
secretariat for the Japanese affiliate
of IPPNW. The IPPNW World
Congress has been held twice in
Hiroshima, and last year the 24th
Congress took place in Nagasaki,
the world’s other atomic bomb city,
and we were honored to participate.

#14 #14
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WU Nagasaki as the Last A-bombed City.

” Throughout the three-day event,
plenary sessions and workshops
featured extensive discussions on a
wide range of topics, including the
human impact of nuclear weapons,
health surveys of Hibakusha, the
environmental and community
impact of uranium mining, the
limitations of nuclear deterrence,
and challenges surrounding the
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons. The Congress ultimately
brought together approximately 350
participants, including physicians,
medical students, and healthcare
professionals from 38 countries.

#15

From our association, President
Makoto Matsumura spoke during
the final plenary session titled
Medical Community Role in
Preventing Nuclear War and
addressed the role of the Hiroshima
Prefectural Medical Association. He
reaffirmed the vital importance of
conveying the reality of the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.
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In addition, we held a panel
discussion titled 80 Years of
Hiroshima Physicians Since the
Atomic Bombing, Never Give Up,
Never Quit, Never End. We
presented in English the activities of
physicians who devoted themselves
to treating survivors despite being
victims of the bombing themselves,
as well as those from across the
prefecture who rushed to Hiroshima
City immediately after the blast to
provide medical relief. A new panel
has now been installed in our
building, and if you have time, we
would be pleased if you would visit
and see it.

#17

Next, | would like to introduce our
A-Bomb Legacy Preservation
Project.

#18

Our association is engaged in
these initiatives with the goal of
accurately conveying the reality of
the atomic bombing and our
experience in radiation medicine to
future generations and to people
both in Japan and abroad. We have
established a legacy corner within
our association building. This is a
permanent exhibition, and we also
hold a special exhibition each year to
coincide with August 6.

#19

In 2023, we organized an exhibition
focusing on overseas Hibakusha and
healthcare support projects. In 2024,
we featured a special exhibition on
Dr. Ken Takeuchi, who was the
director of the Hiroshima Red Cross
Hospital at the time of the bombing.
It was also widely featured by NHK
that year.
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The flyer distributed today
introduces the special exhibition
currently in progress. We believe
that continuing to pass on the
memory of the atomic bomb from a
medical perspective is one of the
most important missions of the
Hiroshima Prefectural Medical
Association. We sincerely hope that
you will visit our building to see the
exhibition.

#21

Finally, | would like to discuss our
collaboration with HICARE. HICARE
was founded in 1991 by 10
organizations within the prefecture,
including the Hiroshima Prefectural
Medical Association, the Hiroshima
Prefectural Government, Hiroshima
City, and Hiroshima University, in
order to provide medical support for
radiation-exposed people worldwide.

Even before the establishment of
HICARE, our medical association
played a leading role in conducting
ongoing health checkups for
overseas Hibakusha. We also gained
practical experience in radiation
medicine through activities such as
treating victims of the 1986
Chernobyl nuclear accident. Against
this background and these
accumulated achievements, the then
governor of Hiroshima, Toranosuke
Takeshita, called for Hiroshima to
become a global hub for information
on radiation and medical care for
radiation-exposed individuals. This
vision ultimately led to the
foundation of HICARE.
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During health consultation visits to
North and South America, HICARE
also organized medical training
workshops for local collaborating
physicians and healthcare
professionals. Last year’s workshop
was held at a medical institution in
Los Angeles and included
presentations by Dr. Makoto
Matsumura, head of the delegation
and president of the Hiroshima
Prefectural Medical Association, Dr.
Kenji Kamiya, Chair and
Representative of RERF, and Dr.
Kanako Kitahara.

There was a unique opportunity to
hear directly from Hiroshima experts
and to convey the reality of the
atomic devastation, the health status
of the survivors, and the effects of
radiation on the health support
system. Many participants have told
us that these sessions are deeply
meaningful and provide a great
sense of reassurance. Furthermore,
when these medical partners visit
Hiroshima for advanced training, we
hold exchange sessions, and by
discussing the future of Hibakusha
care, we continue to deepen our
mutual understanding and
strengthen our international bonds.
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In March 2022, international
tensions surged following Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine, and our
association issued an emergency
statement declaring that any act
openly suggesting the use of nuclear
weapons tramples upon the
long-held hopes of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki for nuclear abolition. We
expressed our strongest possible
protest against Russia’s aggression,
which is an absolutely intolerable act
of violence. Even recently, events
such as U.S. military strikes in
Venezuela continue to raise serious
questions about sovereignty and
international law, with the United
Nations and the international
community expressing deep
concern. The criticism and the
global situation remain highly
uncertain. In these turbulent times,
as a medical association from the
atomic-bombed city of Hiroshima, we
remain committed to our mission.
From a medical standpoint, we will
continue to voice the preciousness
of life and the vital importance of
international peace to the world.
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The initiatives of the Hiroshima
Prefectural Medical Association that
| have shared today began with the
harshest reality in human history, the
atomic bombing. Even as countless
lives were lost and the medical
system lay in ruins, the physicians of
Hiroshima refused to give up. Now,
80 years later, our journey to convey
the lessons of the bombing from a
medical perspective and to advocate
for peace will never end, never give
up, never quit, and never end. As a
medical association from the
A-bombed city of Hiroshima, we will
continue to protect human life and
dignity. Thank you very much.
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